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many breaches so quickly? Well, we know
that the rank-and-file officers want to tell us
why, but they were not invited to testify. We
need the truth, and these men and women
need to be able to tell their stories, the story
of how their own leadership, and the political
leadership in Washington, D.C., failed them
and led to the breaches. | include in the
Record the press release dated July 28, 2021
from the Capitol Police Labor Committee
whose voice, like so many, has been silenced
by this Committee. They need to be heard and
the truth needs to come out, even if the truth
makes political leadership look inept.

Capitol Police Union to House Committee:
‘“‘Hear All Our Voices”

United States Capitol Police Labor Com-
mittee

Washington, D.C.—Capitol Police Officers
are suffering a whole-of-force effect from the
January 6th attacks on the U.S. Capitol,
says the union representing those officers.

The Capitol Police Officers’ Union wel-
comed today’s testimony from two Capitol
police officers and two MPD officers to the
House Committee investigating the Jan 6th
insurrection.

Union Chairman Gus Papathanasiou said:
“Their testimony is a crucial start to under-
standing the broad and far-reaching effects
on all our officers from the violence that
day.”

“In support of all our officers, our Union
stands ready to provide the Committee with
the depth needed to fully grasp the enormity
of the events that day and provide the con-
text for how events went so terribly, and
tragically, wrong.”’

‘““The police response to January 6th rep-
resents a disastrous collapse of leadership
that was not simply an aberration confined
to that one day. It was months and years in
the making.”

“To fully understand why our officers felt
so abandoned, requires an understanding of
how they came to be left uninformed and
lacking in defenses when it mattered most—
when an attack on the U.S. Capitol was
being fully realized.”

““Most importantly, we arrived at that po-
sition of vulnerability because the voices of
the rank-and-file-officers had been ignored
for years. There was no collaboration from
Capitol Police leaders with the frontline offi-
cers, instead it was a top-down approach
that left a void of information and planning.
As an officer working that day, I can attest,
there was NO plan, and certainly no contin-
gency plans by the Chiefs.”

“That lack of leadership had tragic con-
sequences. The riots led to the deaths of offi-
cers, and injuries to an estimated 140 Capitol
Police and MPD officers, some of whom will
never return to service.”

““As individual officers testified today,
they did their best and succeeded in their
mission to protect all members of Congress
and their staff that day. The Committee
needs all the facts to understand why the
U.S. Capitol was so vulnerable, and why it
will remain vulnerable if the broader rank-
and-file officers are not heard.”

“The most urgent challenge, is to keep the
officers we have right now and that requires
a renewed faith in their mission and a re-
stored belief that Congress has their backs.”

‘““Poor morale, inequitable pay and condi-
tions, and a leadership that refuses to en-
gage—these are contributing factors to the
events of January 6th and they remain fac-
tors still, today.”’

“The Union asks that the Committee lis-
ten to the active-duty police officers who
have been chosen by the rank and file to rep-
resent them.”
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Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania. Madam Speak-
er, | rise today to wish Miss Coralie Anne Bull
a happy first birthday.

Coralie was born on July 24, 2020 at 5:59
p.m. in Mullica Hill, New Jersey. She is the
firstborn child of Tyler Dietrich Bull and
Kristina Debra Bull of Philadelphia. She is the
first grandchild of Nancy and Fred Bull, and
Monica and Phil Fanfarillo.

On behalf of the 13th District of Pennsyl-
vania, | wish Coralie Anne Bull a happy first
birthday and wish her all the best in the years
to come.

—————

RECOGNIZING LEWIS H. WEBBER,
A TRUE WORKING-CLASS CHAM-
PION

HON. BRIAN HIGGINS

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, July 28, 2021

Mr. HIGGINS of New York. Madam Speak-
er, | rise today to recognize Lewis Webber,
the President of Steelworkers Organization of
Active Retirees (SOAR) Chapter 4-6, for a
lifetime of fighting for the working class.

Lewis Webber was born days before the
Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor in December
of 1941 so he was always ready for a good
fight. Advocating for the workers at Bethlehem
Steel was in his blood, as many of his rel-
atives, including his father, were employed
there. Growing up in a union household, he
and his brother heard all the stories from their
father about the strikes at Bethlehem Steel, in-
cluding the famous 53-day 1952 Steelworkers
strike, ending with a victory for the hard-work-
ing Steelworkers.

It was not a surprise that Lewis Webber and
his brother would also go on to work many
years of their lives at Bethlehem Steel. Lewis
started working at Bethlehem Steel in October
of 1964. He was of a member in three sepa-
rate unions: United Steelworkers, Truckdrivers
Union Local, and the United Autoworkers. As
a member of the United Steelworkers, he re-
calls fighting to make sure that the proper
withholding was taken out of the employees
checks. Later, in 1985, Mr. Webber officially
won a grievance against Bethlehem Steel,
providing 22 workers an additional $238 a
week for two years, and a pension for the rest
of their lives.

When Bethlehem Steel shut its doors, the
Western New York community was dev-
astated; however, that didn't stop Lewis
Webber from continuing to fight for those who
had worked there. He joined the Steelworkers
Organization of Active Retirees (SOAR),
Chapter 4-6 and put the skills he learned from
earlier battles to work as he rose in the ranks
of leadership becoming Trustee in 1997, Vice
President in 2007, and President of the Steel-
workers Organization of Active Retirees in
2008. There are 430 members of SOAR who
rely on his leadership today.

Lewis Webber always says that you can
never fight these battles alone. His number
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one supporter was his wife, Beverly who un-
fortunately passed away in 2011. She was
also Secretary of the Steelworkers Organiza-
tion of Active Retirees, Chapter 4—6. His chil-
dren Rosemary, LuAnn, and Kathleen, grand-
children, and great-grandchildren are always
by his side, fighting the good fight.

Mr. Webber joined our fight over a decade
ago to help former Bethlehem Steel employ-
ees receive compensation under the Energy
Employees Occupational lllness Compensa-
tion Program (EEOICP) and he continues to
work with my office to ensure eligible retirees
receive the benefits they deserve. Over $300
million has been paid out to workers and their
families after they were exposed to radiation
while working at Bethlehem Steel.

Lewis Webber offered many words of ad-
vice, including “I am not doing this to make
people millionaires; | am doing this to get
them what they need to get by in this world.
| am not doing this to help just the Steel-
workers; | am doing this to help all Ameri-
cans,” and, “Always fight using your brains,
not your fists. At, the end of the day your
knowledge of the contract will be more likely
to help you win the battle.” His words dem-
onstrate his commitment to his fellow workers
and his lifetime of experience advocating for
the interests of Steelworkers.

Many Bethlehem Steel retirees and their
families who live in Western New York are
better off because Lewis Webber has never
stopped and will never stop fighting for them.
Madam Speaker, | ask that my colleagues join
me in honoring the lifelong commitment that
Lewis Webber has shown to the former em-
ployees of Bethlehem Steel, the greater West-
ern New York community, and the United
States as a whole.

————

HONORING DETECTIVE DAVID
MITCHELL
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Wednesday, July 28, 2021

Mr. REED. Madam Speaker, today | rise to
honor Detective David Mitchell, a Jamestown
Police Department detective who was gravely
injured in the line of duty on September 15,
1999, while serving the public and their safety.
David should be celebrated and honored for
his bravery and sacrifice.

Detective David Mitchell was shot on the
evening of September 15, 1999 while meeting
up with a drug informant. Since that time,
David has recovered from his near-fatal injury,
beating all odds, but still contends with hear-
ing and memory loss. His injury could have
proven fatal, but he pulled through and con-
tinues to be an active member of society.

David served the city not only as a detec-
tive, but also as an undercover narcotics offi-
cer, showing great dedication and courage.
His service to Jamestown and the community
is priceless, and it has been recognized by the
residents, the police department, and others,
including his current employer, Rand Machine,
over the years. His service should not be for-
gotten, and we are honored to be able to rec-
ognize him in this way for his bravery and per-
severance.

David’s service to Jamestown and the sur-
rounding communities during a time of great
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